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Tile Prez 8ez: lew Yeor:' wishes 
By Butch Berman 

Happy New Everything - and I perceive nu
merous jazzy beginnings ahead. Our first 
new millennium newsletter is special for 

many reasons. We've upgraded our entire hard
ware/software computer system along with a vari
ety of electronic digital goodies (once we figure 'em 
all out!) to bring you an even better, easier to read 
and pic ,friendly liaison between the 

ment, Russ Dantzler, is his niece Rebecca Kaiser, 
who will do some troubleshooting and aid our 
progress - and is she capable. ; 

Also, from our local community radio station~ 
KZUM, fellow deejay and reggae expert Carter Van 
Pelt has joined our team. He has a zest for life and 
a handle on the entertainment biz from many van-

tage points. As always - onwards 
jazz world as a whole filtered through 
our splendid staff of writers and 
brought to your mailbox six times a 
year. 

One can r.ever stop pursuing the 
ideal of a perfect jazz situation within 
our grasp, nevertheless, let this 2000 

HOur first new 
millennium news

letter is special for 
many reasons." 

and upwards. 
The music scene, and I feel es

pecially within the jazz community, 
is simply magical. Friends made, 
festivals sponsored, workshops for 
the kids, and ... oh, yes, the music -

calendar, enclosed in this issue, be a daily reminder 
of what the BMF has accomplished this past half 
decade. And with more right-on collaborators like 
the Seniors Foundation, the Lied Center, and the 
Nebraska Historical Society - we-be-cookin'! 

The BMF has already been very fortunate this 
year to acquire two new young and gifted people -
extremely well versed in the computer/communi
cations field and should be total assets to our staff 
and to you our readers. Brought to me by my New 
York consultant and founder of Hot Jazz Manage-

what it is really 'all about. Sounds 
turning into colors enrapturing us and enlightening 
all who can open their hearts to the truth and love 
which is music - our beloved jazz. 

Into 2000 as always - with music in mind, 

BUlchBer:l 



Tomfoolerg: bYer file sl/ollider. into file future 
By Tom Ineck 

A
s we enthusiastically enter the millennium here 
at the Berman Music Foundation, it is only natu
ral to take stock. That means taking a look 

back over our shoulder at 1999 before we race ahead 
to what promises to be another eventful year in jazz. 

Early last year, the BMF-funded exhibit "Drawing 
on the Beat: John Falter's Jazz Portraits" opened with 
a gala ceremony in March at the Museum of Nebraska 
History, where it remains on display until April 2000. If 
you haven't had a chance to see the late Nebraska 
artist's marvelous interpretations of jazz musicians at 
work and play, visit the museum at 15th and P streets in 
Lincoln. 

The 17 -piece Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Or
chestra proved that no one is truer to the legacy of 
Duke Ellington when the band performed an Ellington 
tribute in April at the Lied Center for Performing Arts in 
Lincoln. 

The Memorial Day weekend in May provided an
other opportunity to bask in the bountiful music of the 
Topeka Jazz Festival, where the second annual event 
featured outstanding performances by dozens of top
notch, but rarely heard jazz players. 

In June, the BMF entourage headed south again 
for the 4th Annual Kansas City International Jazz Fes
tival. Norman Hedman's Tropique, the seven-piece 
Latin jazz combo that has recorded two CDs under the 
auspices of the Berman foundation, opened the festi
val with one of the most exciting sets of the weekend. 

Closer to home, Lincoln's Jazz in June series held 
few surprises, but the July Jamm festival featured long
time BMF friend Kevin Mahogany on the main stage 
and some of Lincoln and Omaha's best jazz musicians 
on the more intimate indoor stage. 

A four -day trip to New York City in August gave me 
a chance to witness Tropique in action in the studio, as 
the band "waxed" its second BMF-funded CD. 

In October, saxophonist Bobby Watson and Hori
zon brought their very hip music to the Lied Center and 
conducted a workshop for University of Nebraska-lin
coln students, all with the financial support of the BMF. 

Also in October, the foundation helped to fund the 
performance by pianist Jane Jarvis, bassist Earl May, 
and trombonist Benny Powell at a fund raiser for the 
Lincoln Seniors Foundation. October performances 
by the Seamus Blake Quartet and Burhan Ocal at the 

Johnny Carson Theater and by the Cuban group Irakere 
at the Lied Center capped a very busy month. 

Meanwhile, the Nebraska Jazz Orchestra took its 
24th annual concert series up the road to the venerable 
Pla-Mor ballroom, where fans can kick up their heels 
on the dance floor while they listen to some of the best 
swing and jazz music in the Midwest. 

It looks like more of the same this year, and I'm not 
complaining. I'm looking forward to the usual festivals 
in Topeka and Kansas City, and the possibility of the 
addition of the Vail Jazz Festival later in the year. I 
wish you all equally good listening in 2000! 

BIIle8 Comer 
By Rich Hoover 

A
t this writing the first cold blowing snow has 
arrived and is actually howling from time to time. 
I have made my first round on my "books," and 

that tropical retreat is definitely delayed. 
I miss some friends from down there that I haven't 

been with for awhile and, man, do I have the blues! So 
I playa few blues tunes on the stereo, the tape starts 
with some funky ole dude from the 50s, tellin' about 
hardship and worries way beyond my experience - then 
a swingin' fingerpopper is wantin' everybody to jump, 
jive and wail. Next is a guy singin' those where-is-my
woman-blues followed by I don't-need-no-woman
blues, and you know I may not feel a whole lot better, 
but I definitely don't feel as bad. 

All of a sudden, I'm a lucky guy. I remember that I 
do have friends here and the one's that I miss I prob
ably will see and be with again. The tropical retreat is 
a lUXUry that I may do later and the weather is the way 
it is. There is life, blues, jazz, friends, and work to be 
done. There is a new computer and new cameras, a 
fledgling webpage, things to leam, things to experience, 
and stories to tell. 

Now that I have spewed a bit in the Blues Comer I 
want to start the millennium with a thank you to Butch 
Berman, kingpin of the Berman Music Foundation, for 
making the foundation and newsletter possible, and to 
all the other contributors to the 'zine for making things 
work sowell. 



Topeka Jazz Festival 2000 
Memorial Day Weekend.wMay2~ 28 &- 29 

Reserve 
Your 

VIP Ticket 
Packtigc .... 
M ····t······· . . ...... . 
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Reserved. sia.tS fQT: aJ:1sesSi9ns···· 
$180/Person> < 

Duringthe fhree:"day MemoriaIDa.y weeken4 Topeka can claim to be the jazz capital 
of the w()rld ... with a. lineup of world .. clilss8Hsta.rs Who come to celebrate the powers 
ofpersu8sivemainstre8mj8zz.Don't miss ft-- .. ifisJllzzat its swinging best! 

:- ChuckBerz,Reviewer 

J effHamilton. Trio •. jJIZzTiftz(JS 

JeffHamilton~ LarryFuller,andLynnSeafon 

Jll!ti()rMa.IiceTrio ........ ...). 
]uniorMance,. Keeter BettS,. anci]ackje • Williams ••..•. 
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~WJf~~~~l{1!~~~!~~.~fMn~eyG~tt~f~ 
....... -- ..... . .. ' .... 

Producer> ................... S.i.xBassHif 
Best reserved seat in the hoUse . AIl~ir~rtg~1Uert tSbyJ(}1trl QL:iyton a~d ~~Y: ~()tt1t#rf: / 

;~~~i::':?i:ir.~~7~~~~; .•• ·.~~t~~~Y~mbi.y,~QbFo.i.n,$q~.Q**~ ••••• ·••·•·•··· 
deduction 
$300/Person 

Sponsor 
Best reserved seats in the 
house for all sessions, 4 CDs, 
special VIP social invitations; 
plus a charitable tax 
deduction 
$l,OOO/Couple 

Buy Packages Today 
By Phone: 

(785) 234-2787 

Questions? 
Call TJF Artistic Director 
jim Monroe 
(785) 267-1315 

Coming Soon: Single Session, 
J1alf-Session, Student, and 
Group Kates 

..... : : . : : : : : . ~ : : : : : : :.: . : : : . : : : : : : :: .:.'::'::::::::::::::: :::::::::: .... .. ......... ..... - ........ -.- ........................ .. 

AfL4f~~fflr!izg~·.········ 
Piano: AlartBroa4b6rtt,p~fiISiriith(Cal1fornia), Junior Mance, Larry 

Bass: 

Drums: 

Guitar: 
Vibes: 
Alto Sax: 
Tenor Sax 
&Clarinet: 

Trombone: 
Trumpet: 
Vocals: 

tuller, Frank Marifo()th,R1i~sLonz 
JohnCIaytort,]ayLeonhcitf, Keeter Betts, Lynn Seaton, 
Bob Bowtria.n,qeraldSpaits 
JeffHami1tdri,B'UtchMiles, Joe Ascione, Jackie Williams, 
Tommy Ruskln,Tbdd Strait 
Bucky Pizzar~l1i, Danny Embrey, Rod Fleeman 
Terry Gibbs 
Gary Foster 
Ken Peplowski 
Bob Kindred 

Dan Barrett 
Marvin Stamm 
Rebecca Parris 

r----------------, 
I Topeka Jazz Festival 2000 I 
IName I 
I Address I 
I City State _Zip I 
I Daytime Phone I 
I Payment Method: I 
I 0 Check Enclosed (Payable to TPAC) I 
I 0 Charge (Circle Type): I 
I Visa Mastercard American Express Discover I 

::·r~:::··:::jj~1:j:ljj:~lK.)j:::~ JAZZ : Card # Exp __ : 

II TOPEKA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER I Signature I 
214 South East 8th Ave., Topeka, KS 66603 I . I 
Phone: (785) 234-2787/rax: (785) 234-2307 Quantlty_ X $ lEach = $------
Vi3it our web site at www.tpactix.orgL _____________ ~ta.1L _ ..J 
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Norman Hedman at Eastside Sound, New Yorkn New York, for the IITaken 
By Surprise" recording session, August 1999. rhoto by Tom Ineck. 
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Bobby Watson at Brownville, Nebraska, February 1997. Photo by 
Rich Hoover. 
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Jack Lesberg at the State Historical Society's John Falter recep
tion, Lincoln, Nebraska, March 1999. Photo by Peter Hasse/balch. 
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"" Alex Blake at Montana Studios, New York, New York, for Andrienne Wilson's liS he's Dangerous" record
i ng session, May 1997. Photo by Michele Michaels. 
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... Tom my (am pbell at Eastside Sound, New York, New York, for Andrienne Wilson "She's Dangerous" recording 
'session, May 1997 ~ Photo by Butch Berman. . . ;-, .... : .. 
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Karrin Allyson with Tommie Ruskin at Jazz in June, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, June 1997. Photo by Rich Hoover. 

Andrienne Wilson with Norman Hedman's Tropique at Jazz 
in June, Lincoln, Nebraska, June 1997. Photo by Rich Hoover. 
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Dennis Irwin and Joe Lovano at the Kansas City International 
Jazz Festival, Kansas CitY,Missouri,June 1998. Photo by Tom Ineck. 
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Ahmad Alaadeen at Eastside Sound, New York, New York, for Norman Hedman's Tropique "Taken By 
Surprise" recording session, August 1999. Photo by Rich Hoover. 
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John Clayton atthe Topeka Jazz Festival, Topeka, Kansas, May 1999. 
Photo by Rich Hoover. 
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..... Earl' May~Jane Jarvis, and Benny Powell at a Lincoln Seniors Foundation benefit, Lincoln, Nebraska, October . 
1999. Photo by Rich Hoover. 
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Kevin Mahogany with Kenny Barron and Ray Drumond at a workshop at Southeast High School, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
October 1996. Photo by Rich Hoover. 
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Doc Cheatham and Butch Berman at a Sunday Jazz Brunch at Sweet Basil, New York, New York, 
Summer 1996. Photo by Russ Dantzler. 
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719 P St. Studio G 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

Address Correction Requested 

Tile BerllloR Stoff 

Back row: Dave Hughes, Tony Roger, Dan Stogsdill, Wade 
Wright. Front: Rich Hoover, Butch Berman. Not pictured: 
Tom Ineck. Taken at the Belvederd Hotel, NYC, March 1999. 
Photo by Liz Keim. 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1359 

Lincoln, NE 

Jazz is usually published six times a year by The Berman 
Music Foundation, 719 P St., Studio G, Lincoln, NE 
68508. 
Editor: Dave Hughes 
Newsletter and computer consultant: Rebecca Kaiser 
Contributing writers: Butch Berman, Tom Ineck, and Rich 
Hoover 
Photographers: Butch Berman, Russ Dantzler, Tom Ineck, 
Rich Hoover, and Michele Michaels 
For inclusion of any jazz of blues related events, letters to 
the editor, or suggested articles, you can either mail them 
to the office, phone us at 402-476-3112, fax us at 402-475-
3136, or e-mail usat:<bermanmf@inetnebr.com>. 
For advertising information, contact Butch Berman at 402-
488-1398. A business card sized ad for one issue is $25, a 
half-page ad for one issue is $100. Discounts apply for six 
month or one year rates. 
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, call us at 
402-476-3112, fax us at 402-475-3136, or e-mail us at: 
<bermanmf@inetnebr.com>. 
Jazz is printed by Sir Speedy at 4211 S. 33rd St in Lincoln, 
402-483-7575; and sorted and mailed by All Needs Com
puter at 5606 S. 48th St, also in Lincoln, 402-421-1083. 
The Berman Music Foundation is a non-profit, tax ex
empt, 501(c)(3) private foundation recognized by the In
temal Revenue Service and the Nebraska Department of 
Revenue. It was established in the spring of 1995 in order 
to protect and promote unique forms of jazz music. 
Trustee: Butch Berman 
Consultants: Russ Dantzler, Dan Demuth, Norman 
Hedman, Dave Hughes, and Wade Wright 
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